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After three days of acrimonious debate in Caracas, Venezuela, on Oct. 23, Salvadoran government
and rebel delegations admitted that little had been accomplished in bringing the 8-year-long civil
war to an end. The peace talks were initiated early this month in San Salvador. Objections to the
agenda from both sides scuttled the first day of talks after 10 hours Wednesday. On Thursday,
Salvadoran government officials blamed the rebels for an impasse in the peace talks, saying they
were refusing to discuss a cease-fire unless other matters, including US aid to El Salvador, were
first negotiated. Communications Minister Adolfo Rey Prendes said at the opening of the second
day of negotiations that the talks were deadlocked over the agenda. Rey Prendes said a central
guerrilla demand was that the United States, El Salvador's main financier and military supplier,
suspend aid to the government. Other demands included the formation of a coalition government
and the merging of government and rebel armies. On Friday, although the talks ended in deadlock,
both sides said they would resume discussions in Mexico City between Oct. 30 and Nov. 4, before
the Nov. 7 deadline for cease-fires as stipulated in the Central American peace plan. One Latin
American diplomat observing the talks told Reuters that he doubted the two sides could be able to
reach an agreement by Nov. 7. The government sought to negotiate a cease-fire, but the insurgents
of the Farabundo Marti Liberation Front (FMLN), and their political allies of the Revolutionary
Democratic Front (FDR) preferred to address other matters first. The guerrillas said they saw
the talks as a way to discuss the creation of a coalition administration and the merging of the
government and rebel armies. But the government said it would not discuss power-sharing with
the rebels, whom it termed outlaws. Both sides accused each other of using the peace talks as a
means to reinforce their own military positions. A joint communique issued in Caracas stated that
the two sides had agreed to continue the dialogue process under the auspices of two previously
established commissions. The statement indicated that the Salvadoran government wishes to first
discuss the cease-fire (the task of one commission), and then to deal with other topics included
in the peace accord, such as amnesty, democratization (the tasks of the second commission). In
contrast, the statement said the rebel delegation suggested that discussions focus first on the tasks
of the second commission before dealing with cease-fire arrangements. It was mentioned that in
the face of government opposition, the rebels then suggested that both commissions pursue their
designated discussions simultaneously without deadlines. The government delegation expressed its
opposition to this idea, but agreed to carry out "consultations" regarding the rebel proposal. After
Friday's discussions, the two sides met separately with the press. Communications and Culture
Minister Julio Rey Prendes said that the government delegation wished to discuss the cease-fire
first because it is considered to be the only means to put an immediate end to the on-going violence
and destruction. Other members of the government delegation stated that regardless of the rebels'
position, the government plans to comply with the accord, decreeing if necessary a unilateral ceasefire and general amnesty. A member of the rebel delegation, Hector Oqueli, said that a ceasefire alone will not resolve the country's basic problems. In order to end the war, he said, both
sides must first sit down and discuss issues related to political participation, democratization, and
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amnesty measures. The causes of the conflict must be dealt with, he added, or the war will continue,
regardless of government decreed cease-fires. Rebel Commander Leo Cabral said, "We have not
refused to discuss the cease-fire. In this meeting we proposed the simultaneous functioning of the
two commissions but the government delegation refused to accept our proposal." According to
Cabral, the government has already implemented its own "plan," under which 40,000 military troops
have been positioned at different points throughout the country. The government wishes to call a
cease-fire, he said, and then make it appear as if the rebels are violating it. Another member of the
rebel delegation said, "The government wants the cease-fire which requires that we disarm and
subject ourselves to a system they control. This is equivalent to a surrender, and we have not been
defeated. This government is a political failure, and it would be overthrown in fact were it not for US
support." (Basic data from REUTERS, 10/24/87; AP, 10/23/87; NEW YORK TIMES, 10/24/87)
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